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H t i i bl ?How extensive is our problem?

Is there an epidemic?



Chlamydia rates by state/territory, 2008y y y,



Chlamydia rates in Family Planning Clinics

VT     3.7
NH     3.9
MA 5 1

6.2

6 5

5.9 8.4
4 7

7.2

MA    5.1
RI     7.6
CT     7.4
NJ     8.4
DE     8.6
MD     5.8
DC 9 55.9 7.5

5.9

7.3 8.4

6.1

7 0

6.9

6.5

7 4

7.17.6

5.0

7.9

4.7

6.5

6.4

12.5
7 33.1

8.5
6.9

Positivity (%)

<5.0 (n=  5)

DC    9.5

11.3

8.7 10.3

10.8

7.0 4.7

13.8

7.4

8.1

7.9
6.8

11.8
6.2

12 4

7.33.1

Puerto Rico 7.4    

5.0-9.9
>=10.0

( )
(n= 39)
(n=  9)

5.4
9.39.3

12.3
12.4

Virgin Is. 15.0   USVI 15.0



Female trends in chlamydia test positivity by age group by 
year in USVI

Lesson:  Also in women  <15 and  >30
YEAR

AGE GROUP 2005 2006 2007 2008
Under 15 17.6% 16.7% 23.1% 13.5%
15-19 20.7% 24.5% 24.2% 22.1%15 19 20.7% 24.5% 24.2% 22.1%
20-24 16.8% 13.8% 15.1% 15.1%
25-29 11.5% 12.9% 10.4% 11.3%
>29 4 5% 7 7% 4 9% 4 9%>29 4.5% 7.7% 4.9% 4.9%
Missing data 
on age

12.7% 17.1% 12.2% 16.7%

Total 13 1% 15 3% 15 9% 15 3%Total 13.1% 15.3% 15.9% 15.3%
National Data 
(ages 15-24)

6.3% 6.7% 6.9%% 7.4%



And it just keeps rising….
Comparison of numbers of Chlamydia cases reported to the 
STD Program from first six months of 2007 and 2008

2007 1st 2007 2nd 2008 1st 2008 2nd

j p g

2007 1st

QUARTER
2007  2nd

QUARTER
2008 1st

QUARTER
2008 2nd

QUARTER

Private ♀ cases 3 8 21 2
Public ♀ cases 59 55 173 52Public ♀ cases 59 55 173 52
Total ♀cases 62 63 194 54
Half year total 125 248

Private ♂ cases 2 1 2 2
Public ♂ cases 13 20 66 0
Total ♂ cases 15 21 68 22Total ♂ cases 15 21 68 22
Quarterly TOTAL 77 84 262 76
Half year TOTAL 161 338



Wh t d th bWhat do these numbers mean

• 90% of the USVI epidemiological statistics have 
been obtained from the limited data available 
primarily from the Infertility Prevention Projectprimarily from the Infertility Prevention Project, 
funded by CDC.

• Nationwide, it is estimated that 10% of STDs areNationwide, it is estimated that 10% of STDs are 
diagnosed in public clinics.  One of the goals of 
this conference is to develop a public/private 

t hi th t l t l thpartnership that can more completely assess the 
burden and distribution of STDs in the USVI. 



Gonorrhea rates by state/territory, 2008
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Gonorrhea as well….
Female trends in gonorrhea test positivity by age group 

by year in USVI

YEARYEAR
AGE GROUP 2005 2006 2007 2008
Under 15 0% 3.3% 10.3% 2.7%
15-19 3.4% 3.1% 3.8% 2.8%
20-24 2.1% 2.3% 3.2% 2.8%
25-29 1.4% 0.8% 1.7% 1.6%

>29 0.1% 0% 1.2% 0.3%
Missing data on 
age

1.6% 3.9% 0% 3.7%

Total 1.6% 1.9% 3.0% 2.9%
National Data 
(ages 15-24)

1.0% 1.1% 0.9% 0.9%



Everything starts somewhere….

Trends of gonorrhea in men 2003-2007



Sex is a high risk behavior



We need reporting of STD/HIV 
cases from private practices

 to determine the accurate disease burden in the 
USVI in both private and public practices

 to identify and control outbreaks early, to 
finform providers, and thereby to limit disease 

spread 


